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Eightmile River Wild & Scenic Coordinating Committee
Meeting minutes, January 27, 2025, 5:00 - 7:00 PM, Burnham Brook Preserve


Committee and Staff Members Present:
Pat Young (ERWSCC Program Director)
Abby Bernstein (ERWSCC Environmental Program Coordinator)
Ed Natoli (Town of Salem, ERWSCC Vice-Chair)
Liz Lacy (National Park Service)
Jennifer Burton-Reeve (Town of East Haddam)
Rob Smith (Town of East Haddam)
Pete Govert (East Haddam Land Trust) 
Ralph Chappell (East Haddam Land Trust)
Damian Rubino (Town of Lyme)
Regan Stacy (Town of Lyme)
Rich Sanders (Town of Lyme)
Anthony Griggs (Town of Salem)
David Bingham (Salem Land Trust)
Rich Chyinski (Salem Land Trust)

Absent:
Anthony Irving (Lyme Land Trust, ERWSCC Chairman)
David Gumbart (The Nature Conservancy, ERWSCC Secretary)
Chris Bellucci (DEEP)
Bernie Gillis (Town of East Haddam)
Kim Bradley (Town of Salem)

Guests:  
Cameron Beard

Administration

Call to Order: Natoli called the meeting to order at 5:02 PM. Natoli introduced a newly appointed Town of Lyme representative, Rich Sanders. Board members introduced themselves and welcomed Sanders to the board. 

Minutes: Smith motioned to accept the minutes of the November 25, 2024 ERWSCC meeting. Govert seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Community Grants: None

Election of Officers:  Executive committee positions (Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary) are up for re-election. Due to the absence of 2 current executive committee members, elections were tabled until the next meeting. 

Executive Committee/Budget: Young reviewed ERWSCC expenses, year to date. All expenses are in order. Planning has begun for the next fiscal year budget (October 2025 – September 2026); exact allocation is unknown at this time. The annual Newsletter has been sent to the printer and is expected to be mailed out in a few weeks. 

National Park Service, DEEP, TNC updates:
NPS: National Park Service is preparing for potential changes and will keep the committee posted. Lacey reported that NPS had selected a replacement for Jaime Fosburgh, but the position is affected by the hiring freeze. 
DEEP: Young reported, on behalf of Bellucci that DEEP 319 funds for non-point source pollution are available.  Additionally, all grant DEEP opportunities can be found at https://portal.ct.gov/deep/business-and-financial-assistance/grants-financial-assistance/grants-and-financial-assistance 
TNC: Young reported that The Nature Conservancy is moving forward with the All-Terrain Wheel Chair Program. Training for folks interested in volunteering will be held in April. Natoli stated that he is attending the training. Beard expressed interested in attending. 

Partner Updates: 
Salem Land Trust: None
Town of Salem: No updates for the Town of Salem. Griggs commented that The Niantic River Watershed Committee is looking for a Salem representative. 
East Haddam Land Trust: Govert reported that The Connecticut Land Conservation Council’s Land Capital Grant is now open for applications. Discussion ensued. 
Town of East Haddam: None 
Lyme Land Conservation Trust: Sanders reported that he is working with Jim Arrigoni to host bio-blitz hikes to support the Land Trust’s Wild Lyme Program. 
Town of Lyme: None

Subcommittee Discussion/Update:
Unigrid Working Committee: Bernstein shared that upon review by the National Park Service, edits are being made to the Unigrid Brochure. 

Outreach and Education: Bernstein reported that the first winter program, Hot Cocoa and Birding, was held on January 18th. Young offered thanks to Rob Smith for assisting with the program. The Wildlife Rehabilitation Open House is scheduled for February 15th and a wildlife track & sign program is scheduled for March 15th. The Connecticut Land Conservation Council Conference is on Saturday March 22nd. Young and Bernstein will attend. ERWSCC is a sponsor and is provided tabling space. Discussion ensued about whether to host a table. Friends of Machimoodus and Sunrise State Park are hosting Spring Fling on Sunday March 23rd, ERWSCC will have a booth if anyone is interested in helping. The Event Calendar is moving forward. An email will be sent out to potential participating organizations in the coming weeks. 

Protection and Management: The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is moving forward with plans to include Hamburg Cove in their 2025 treatment plan. A meeting was held on December 10th with USACE and local stakeholders regarding Hydrilla in Hamburg Cove. A larger public meeting will be held in the spring. Discussion ensued. The report on the status of Tier 1 & Tier 2 Tools (as laid out in the Watershed Management Plan) and has been completed.  Young solicited interest from board members to form a working committee for the review, prioritization and implementation of the findings. Griggs expressed interest. Eversource is exploring alternative access to the power lines in Hartman Park due to the impending removal of the temporary matting. Young, Bernstein, Wendy Hill (Lyme Land Trust Open Space Coordinator) and Eversource representatives met at Hartman Park on December 2nd to review potential new access points. No alternatives were approved due to the impact to natural resources in Hartman Park. Discussion ensued. 

Science and Monitoring: Moulson Pond Fishway will be opening in the spring. 

Project Review: The Town of Lyme is replacing the bridge on Salem Road over the East Branch, but there are no further updates. The Nature Conservancy will be providing additional details on work for Walden Bridge repair. A field meeting was held to discuss the repair. 

Old & New Business: None

Adjournment: Vice-Chairman Natoli adjourned the meeting at 5:57 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Abigial Bernstein
Abigail Bernstein
ERWSCC Environmental Program Coordinator
