Eightmile River Wild & Scenic Coordinating Committee                                                Meeting Minutes                                                                                                          Monday, November 27, 2017 5-7pm, Salem Town Hall
· Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by A. Irving at 5:04pm Members present included; Anthony Irving, Anthony Griggs,  Paul Armond, Rich Chyinski, Eric Thomas,  David Bingham, Rob Smith, Melvin Woody, Eric Belt, Sue Merrow, and Bernie Gillis.  Also present: Pat Young, Program Director
· Acceptance of October 2, 2017 Meeting Minutes: Motion made by R. Smith, seconded by P. Armond to approve minutes of October 2, 2017 as presented. M. Woody and S. Merrow abstaining. Unanimous
· Office Location Discussion: CACEE-updates: P. Young gave a brief update on the CACEE project (shared office space in the watershed). They are working on setting up a time for members of the two Land Trusts to visit the site. CT RC&D is hoping to have their annual meeting there if the space is available.
· Community Grants-Workshop: The Committee reviewed the draft proposal outlining priorities and process and offered comments and edits. P. Young will work on another revision to get out to the grant working group.
· National Park Service Updates: P. Young reported that NPS had suggested the Wood-Pawcatuck contact the Eightmile River Watershed and E. Thomas to meet to discuss CT resources and practices as it related to Wild & Scenic process and designation. She reported that she, A. Irving and E. Thomas hosted representatives of the Wood-Pawcatuck Association along with NPS staff to share ideas and experiences.  Related to funding, the federal government is operating under a continuing resolution.
· Partner Updates (TNC, DEEP, Land Trust, Towns)
· Salem Land Trust: R. Chyinski updated the committee on a land acquisition currently in progress.
· East Haddam Land Trust: R. Smith reported on several proposals the land trust is currently working on.
· Lyme Land Conservation Trust: A. Irving commented on the last open space funding round. His understanding is that is that paperwork has been approved but is awaiting the governor’s signature.  
· Council of Governments: D. Bingham reported that he has approached the RiverCOG about supporting a pilot program supporting enabling legislation spearheaded by the Connecticut Land Conservation Council to enact enabling legislation that if adopted would ultimately provide open space funds for municipalities.
· DEEP: E. Thomas had solicited comments from other DEEP Departments regarding the Tier 1 tools and recommendations as it related to the proposed priority funding for the Watershed Grants. P. Young will follow up on some of the comments/recommendations.
· Subcommittee Discussion/Updates
· Outreach and Education
· Education Program Updates: S. Merrow noted that RiverFest 2018 planning would underway soon. P. Young reported that she would be soliciting articles for the annual newsletter also. She recommended that the 10 year Achievement Report be separated from the annual newsletter and sent out in the fall.
· Protection and Management
· Goodwin Trail-updates: R. Smith noted that he would be re-contacting the owners of I-Park and the Golf Course to discuss possible trail access. D. Bingham asked whether there might be a connection to the Burnham Brook Preserve. R. Smith noted that it was possible. K. Barber-Bradley reported that she has accepted a leadership role with New England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA) which she feels is another group that both interacts with and supports open space. This could be a benefit to introduce new users and supporters of preserved lands. D. Bingham also noted the availability of LIDAR imaging on CT ECO website. This imaging can show details such as walls, depressions and other landscape features that may be important.
· Connecticut Yankee Nuclear Power Plant: This is a decommissioned nuclear power plant is located in Haddam Neck in the Salmon River Watershed adjacent to the Eightmile River Watershed. P. Young reported that comments and support letters are being sought to support preservation of much of the land associated with the power plant. Support letters are being requested. The committee agreed to submit a letter on behalf of the Eightmile.
· IBA Grant:  P. Young reported that Audubon has resubmitted a grant for outreach on the IBA (Important Bird Area).
· Science and Monitoring
· Summer Baseline Monitoring: P. Young discussed some of the results of summer baseline monitoring. She will be putting this in a full report which will be shared with watershed towns.
· Stream temperature loggers: P. Young has met with DEEP Fisheries and has calculated average summer stream water temperatures for the 10 streams that the Committee has launched HOBO loggers in. She will use this data to map segments as cold, cool or warm.
· Macroinvertebrate Sampling: P. Young reported that fall stream macroinvertebrate sampling has been completed. Three Rivers Community College has completed 8 sites this fall and she has worked with board members to conduct two others in the watershed. Data will be submitted to DEEP for final verification.
· Project Review-updates/discussion
· DOT RT 85 –bridge replacements (Big and Little Brooks): P. Young reported that there was a public information meeting on Little Brook in Salem earlier in the month. Since this stream tends to dry out in the summer there is less concern with the need for bridge crossings. 
· DOT RT 82-bridge replacement-Salem: No further information
· Town bridge replacement-above Chapman Falls East Haddam: No further information
· Town of Lyme-Hartman Park, Eversource Crossing: No further information
· Executive Committee/Finance
· Budget-Expenses: P. Young reviewed the year to date expenses with the committee
· 10 year accomplishment report: P. Young recommended that the 10 year accomplishment report be separate from the annual newsletter, but could be combined with a mail out for RiverFest 2018.
· Old/New Business: No new business
· Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:03pm
Next Meeting: January 22, 2018—TBA 
2018 Meetings:  March 26, May 21 (third Monday), July 23, September 24 and November 26, 2018
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