The Eightmile River

Wild & Scenic Coordinating Committee

Meeting Minutes – September 27, 2010, LymeTown Hall

Present:  David Bingham,  Linda Bireley, Gloria Fogarty,  Bernie Gillis, Anthony Irving, Ralph Lewis, Parker Lord, Sue Merrow, Linda Schroeder, Rob Smith, Eric Thomas  and Pat Young. Guest – Dave Gumbart from the Nature Conservancy  
1. Call to Order – 5:00 PM  

2. Next meeting: November 22, 2010,  East Haddam Grange, 5PM. 
3. Acceptance of Minutes from July 26, 2010 Meeting: Motion by David Bingham, second by Linda Schroeder to accept the minutes as presented; motion unanimously carried. 

4. Invasive Species Agreement: Dave Gumbart presented the signature page of the Nature Conservancy Letter of Agreement for the formal signing of the contract to establish the first Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) in the State of Connecticut for Invasive Species. Tony Irving signed the document.  Shared work efforts will focus on a regional approach to the management of invasive species. The Town of East Haddam has agreed to participate. Salem First Selectman will be approaching his Board for approval and the Town of Lyme is actively involved in the program. Though Invasive Species are not yet a major problem in the Eightmile Watershed, there are areas of concern and projects have been implemented to deal with Japanese Stiltgrass in the Burhnam Preserve and Devil’s Hopyard. An inventory project is planned for the Spring of 2011 to help minimize the spread of newly identified invasives.
5. NPS updates – Tony read the letter he recently sent to Mike T. Reynolds, Deputy Regional Director, NPS, regarding financial cutbacks to Wild & Scenic River programs. In the letter, Tony cited the numerous national achievement recognitions received by the Partnership for Rivers organization. He asked that Mr. Reynolds reconsider the budget decisions, taking into account the successful record of the organization and the relatively low cost of significant accomplishments. No reply has yet been received.
6. Subcommittee reports -

      Protection/Management Subcommittee: No winning applications have yet been  announced regarding the recently submitted efforts to secure  funding. Meetings with town officials are ongoing; Lyme will be redoing their Inland/Wetlands  and  P&Z regulations  to comply with FEMA standards. East Haddam continues to work on their stream crossing regulations. Nathan and Pat plan to meet soon with  Town Planners and P&Z and IWA Commissions. David Bingham questioned whether Salem’s proposed POC&D plan will be including new information about the Eightmile Watershed. He was advised that the document is not yet complete, will be modified before its final publication to include material regarding the Watershed, Gardner’s Lake, Deep River and the Niantic River Watershed. He proposed a goal of using open space to connect watersheds through the Thames River, the Connecticut Greenway, the Route 11 corridor and the Eightmile River Watershed. 
Science & Monitoring Subcommittee: Linda  Bireley reported that 10 voluntary samples have been taken from 3 different sites, before and after rain events, to help monitor the impaired waters reported in the Eightmile River. The samples have been taken to the State Lab for testing and results will be forwarded to  the Director of Health. No results have been announced. Testing will most likely continue next Summer.

She also reported on the current efforts to manage several invasive species including barberry  and Japanese stiltgrass  with burning operations, herbicicides and cutting procedures. David Bingham noted that Land Trusts would appreciate any information the NC could supply regarding the effectiveness of various approaches to the problem, especially factors affecting cost,  timing issues and collateral damage concerns. He questioned whether backpack dispersal of herbicides was more/less effective than machine devices and under what circumstances were they most helpful in managing the invasive species.
Project Review Subcommittee – Pat and David are looking for volunteers to help review e-mail sites listing State permit determinations for project applications and listing of public land transfers. The subcommittee would respond to the public comments sections of these listings to offer ideas relevant to the specific towns we serve. These listings are also available in local newspapers. The use of volunteers would help the subcommittee be more judicious in the use of their time. Tony offered to check The Day for Salem and Lyme; Linda Schroeder will do the e-mail reviews and Bernie Gillis will check the Hartford Courant. Such notices may also be posted by the respective Town Clerks, though posting practices may vary from town to town.
Outreach and Education  - The signage project is complete. All town signs have been installed and brochures have been distributed in various town halls, libraries and schools. Pat also provided copies of the annual newsletter. 
The Devil’s Hopyard planting project will be reviewed this coming Tuesday when Pat hosts a buffer planting meeting with a representative of the New England Wildflower Society. Later, she will meet with Balleck’s to finalize shrub planting arrangements.
Riverfest – Schedule of events confirmed for Saturday, October 16. Linda Bireley will offer her fishing contest; Wind over Wings representatives  will walk the grounds for an hour. Tony and available politicians will speak at 3PM. There will be a Reptile showing after the speakers. Ralph Lewis and Rob Smith will also lead a walking tour of the Falls area, while providing commentary regarding the geology (and ecology) of the natural resources. Food permits have been secured. Appropriate use of volunteers needs to be finalized. Pat will be sending out e-mail sign-up lists and urges all to review and fill in the empty places on the lists.  Some high school/college age students will be present to assist with set-ups; donations of baked goods are most welcome. Pat will create identifying name tags for ERWSCC members. The list of politicians who plan to attend has not been completed; Courtney is a maybe, Lieberman is a no, Dodd has not responded, Ed Jutilla, and Andrea Stillman are likely to be there.
Finance:  Pat will have an annual financial report ready for presentation at our November meeting.

Old/New Business: David again raised the issue of the NC estate plans for the Goodwin property. He explored the question of whether ERWSCC is interested in sharing some type of formal stewardship arrangement with the NC to facilitate the implementation of Professor Goodwin’s plans for the usage of his property. Sue Merrow noted we would need a “job description” of the specific “stewardship” required in such an arrangement. We would also need to decide if the location is an appropriate one for our central office and a specific determination of how such a “stewardship” would be funded. Though there is a consensus of interest in the possibilities, it is recognized that a dialogue with a top-level official at NC needs to happen in order to clarifies existing possibilities. Such decisions could affect our access to a 501 (non-profit) tax number; possible impact on our finances needs to be carefully explored.
 The topic of Streamflow Regulations will be addressed by the State Regulations Committee next week. David moved to authorize Pat and Tony to send a letter of support (hard copies) for passage to the Co-chairs of the Regulation Committee and to the ranking members of the Committee. Electronic versions of the letter are to be sent to the remaining Committee members. Linda Bireley seconded the motion. Motion carried, unanimously.  
Motion by David Bingham to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Linda Schroeder.  Meeting adjourned at 7:15PM.

                                                                             Respectfully submitted,

                                                                               Gloria Fogarty                                                                 

